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NAVIGATING THE 13™ EDITION OF NICE CLASSIFICATION: PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATION FOR TRADEMARK PORTFOLIOS

The NICE Classification is an international classification system for classifying goods and services
for the purposes of the registration of trademarks. It was established under the Nice Agreement,
1957, and around 150 offices in the world adopt the NICE Classification. Recently, the World
Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) has announced the 13" edition of the NICE Classification,
which shall be effective from 015t January 2026. From this date, all trademark applications filed in
the signatory countries should implement the updated classification for registering trademarks.
However, it is pertinent to note that the changes brought in by the latest edition are not
retrospective, and registered/pending applications filed before 015t January 2026, will be assessed
as per the 12'" edition only.

Some of the key changes in the 13" NICE Classification are —

e Essential oils are classified according to their intended use, i.e., class 01 shall cover essential
oils for use in manufacture and class 03 shall continue to cover essential oils for cosmetic
use.

e Eyewear products (spectacles / eyeglasses, lenses, frames, spectacle cases, contact lenses,
sunglasses, anti-glare glasses) shall now be classified under class 10 (instead of Class 9 as
was the case earlier) to reflect their medical and therapeutic use; please note that smart
glasses continue to be classified under class 09.

o Emergency rescue units such as fire engines, fire boats, life-saving rafts and lifeboats shall
now be classified under class 12 as Vehicles for locomotion (instead of class 09 as was the
case earlier).

¢ Nozzles for watering hose shall now be classified under class 17 instead of class 21.

e Electrically heated clothing including electrically heated socks, foot muff (heated or non-
heated) shall now be classified under class 25 as clothing goods, instead of class 11, which
inter-se relates heating and ventilating apparatus.

e Buttercream shall now be classified under class 30 instead of class 29.

The 13" NICE Classification also introduces new goods and services such as “Atrtificial Intelligence
as a Service [AlaaS]” under class 42, “essential oils for use in manufacture” under class 01, etc. It

also deletes certain goods and services such as “opticians' services” from class 44, “christmas tree
candles” from class 04, etc.
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Implications for the IP landscape

The 13" edition of the NICE Classification raises practical challenges even though WIPO has
clarified that existing applications/registrations will not be reclassified. For example, goods such as
contact lenses will be classified in Class 10 instead of Class 09 from 01t January 2026, thereby
creating structural split whereby identical goods will be coexisting across different classes
depending on the filing date. The trademark searches for such goods will have to be carried out in
both the old and the new classes to ensure that earlier and later filings are properly identified. This
dual-class search requirement may result in increased costs for trademark owners and places
additional analytical onus on IP practitioners, who are required to conduct searches across multiple
classes.

Further, it remains to be seen whether the Trademarks Registry will, at any stage, issue directions
requiring reclassification of existing registrations to the appropriate classes. At present, there has
been no such indication of any mandatory reclassification requirement, and existing registrations
can continue in the classes applicable as on their respective filing dates.

Conclusion

The 13" edition of the NICE Classification seems to mark a meaningful realignment of how goods
and services are organised for trademark registration purposes. While its objective is greater
conceptual uniformity, its immediate effect may lead to increased complexity: identical goods may
now exist in different classes depending on filing dates, so the trademark searches must be
broader and more carefully structured.

In practical terms, this transition phase requires trademark owners to adopt a more strategic
perspective. Decisions regarding class selection, search scope, portfolio review, and risk
assessment will increasingly require thorough analysis, particularly where legacy registrations
coexist with filings under the new edition. It is important to also note that while the NICE
Classification is not a substantive law but classification errors while filing trademark applications
can have real legal enforcement and commercial consequences, which needs to be carefully
considered prior to strategizing trademark filings under the new NICE classification system.

For any information or queries regarding protection of your IP, kindly write to us on

ipteam@eshwars.com.
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