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Entry into force of the— Nice Classification
Eleventh (11th) Edition, Version 2021 for filing of Trademarks

The needs and wants of consumers are constantly changing and this plays a pivotal role in
creating new products and services. All these changes spell opportunity for various business
entrepreneurs thereby giving room to new business ideas. It is inevitable that with the advent of
new emerging businesses, laws also need to evolve. Given the fact that Trade Mark laws
directly deal with important facets of a business, the classification and description of goods and
services for filing of trademark applications and protection of brands also needs to be updated
from time to time to include new lines and niche areas of businesses that are shaped by
demands of consumers. In this regard, it is pertinent to note that the description of goods and
services that are provided during the filing of trademark applications in India needs to be in
accordance with an international system of classification of goods and services commonly
knowns as the Nice Classification, which India is a party to.

The Nice International Classification System for trademarks was established by the Nice
Agreement in 1957 as a way to categorise goods and services pertaining to the registration of a
trademark. It basically distinguishes between goods and services. Every 5 years, a new Edition of
the classification was published up until 2013. Since 2013, a new version of each edition is
released annually. Nice Classifications help businesses to identify the nature of the related goods
or services and seek adequate intellectual property protection.

The Nice Classification facilitates the search by organizing information concerning trademarks into
indexed classes thereby making it easier to conduct a thorough search which helps in identifying
the trademark registrations with specificity. The classification makes the trademark easy to be
acknowledged, recognized and categorises among all signatory countries. These classifications
exist so that businesses registering a trademark can identify the nature of the related good or
service and seek adequate intellectual property protection.

Changes in the business eco-system and advancement of technology has made certain well-
known businesses a relic of the past. For example, trademark registrations which dealt with
goods such as video cassettes, floppy discs, phonograph records and with respect to services
by telephone or facsimile. Given such development in technology, the owners of those
trademark registrations may still continue to provide goods or services that may have the same
function, content or subject matter, but in different formats, such as downloadable music files,
electronic publications or digital/online services. It is for this reason that the Nice Classification
of goods and services are continually reviewed and updated to include within its fold new areas
of businesses and services that helps brand owners to seek protection in such new areas.

The Eleventh Edition, Version 2021 of the Nice Classification will come into force on 1 January
2021.The current Eleventh Edition, Version 2020 of the Nice Classification shall continue to apply
to all applications filed from 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020. Thereafter, applications filed
from 1 January 2021 will be classified in accordance with NCL (11-2021).

In light of the various changes made to the Class Headings, it is important to adopt the updated
Class Headings (in parts or in whole) if the same needs to be claimed in the application.

A copy of the Class Headings and Explanatory Notes of NCL (11-2021) and updated NCL can be
accessed at WIPO under following link:
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https://www3.wipo.int/classifications/nice/nclef/public/en/project/NC021/annex/2.

https://www3.wipo.int/classifications/nice/nclef/public/en/project/NC021/annex/4.

The following table captures the list of various changes in the Nice classification description that
have been added, deleted and changed.

Class

Added description of
goods and services

Deleted
description of

goods and
services

Changed description of goods
and services

1 Bio-stimulants for NA NA
plants
2 NA coatings for tarred NA
felt [paints]
3 body glitter, NA NA
double eyelid tapes
4 NA NA paper spills for lighting fires,
wood spills for lighting fires
5 deodorizers for litter NA seawater for medicinal bathing
trays,
deodorisers for litter
trays
6 horticultural frames of | braces of metal for | bottles [containers] of metal for
metal, load handling, compressed gas or liquid air
cold frames of metal harness of metal for
load handling,
preserving boxes of
metal
7 cheese slicers, electric, | NA NA
vegetable peelers,
electric
8 NA NA vegetable slicers, hand-operated,
vegetable shredders, hand-
operated,
vegetable peelers, hand-operated
9 NA NA ignition batteries,
life-saving apparatus and equipment
10 oxygen concentrators NA orthopaedic bandages for joints
for medical purposes,
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Class = Added description of Deleted Changed description of goods
goods and services description of and services

goods and
services

support bandages,
laser therapy helmets
for treating alopecia

11 dehumidifiers NA lampshades

12 horse-drawn carriages, | NA handcars
amphibious vehicles,
all-terrain vehicles

16 protective covers for NA fingerstalls for office use
books,
colouring books,
coloring books

18 backpacks for carrying | NA NA
infants

19 cold frames, not of NA NA
metal

20 drawers for furniture, NA NA

luggage lockers

21 abrasive mitts for NA shoe brushes,
scrubbing the skin fruit bowls
25 studs for football shoes | trouser straps NA
28 bags especially skating boots with party balloons,
designed for skates attached table-top games,
surfboards, bags especially designed for skis
fidget toys
30 tea beverages with NA seawater for cooking
milk
33 NA NA digestifs [liqueurs and spirits]
35 NA NA website traffic optimization,

website traffic optimisation,
providing business information via a

website

36 NA NA providing financial information via a
website

40 NA NA window tinting treatment being

surface coating
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Class Added description of Deleted Changed description of goods
goods and services description of and services
goods and
services
41 NA NA language interpretation
42 NA NA creating and maintaining websites
for others,

website design consultancy,
providing information relating to
computer technology and
programming via a website

44 dietary and nutritional NA NA
advice,
rental of surgical robots
45 NA NA personal bodyguarding

We at Eshwars advise clients in strategizing their trademark registration in India as well as in other
countries for obtaining comprehensive statutory protection. For more information please write to us
at saisunder@eshwars.com.
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